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Give with head
as well as heart

It Ain’t What You Give It’s The 
Way That You Give It
Caroline Fiennes
Giving Evidence £16.01
(978-0-9571633-0-0)
Church Times Bookshop £14.40

YOU might think there is nothing 
easier in the world than giving away 
money to charity — after all there 
are 180,000 UK charities to choose 
from. Surely it’s just a ques tion of 
picking a good cause, and signing 
the cheque? That’s all very well, 
until we start to ask whether our 
donations are really going to have 
an impact, whether the charity has a 
good track record, and whether our 
money really is needed.
 It is not always easy to discover 
the truth behind a charity’s hype.  
Charity websites invariably show us 
pictures of happy beneficiaries, and 
tell moving stories of lives that have 
been “transformed”. The charity 
may also show us some impressive-
looking numbers about the good 
they are doing. And charities have 
become much more aggressive in 
recent years, as “chuggers” on the 
streets of most towns and cities try 
to sell us various good causes.
 If we try to compare similar 
charities operating in the same field, 
things can become even more con-
fusing. Charities rarely use common 
performance metrics, and they will 
all tell us that they are doing super-
lative and essential work. It is very 
difficult to work out, for example, 
whether £1000 given to Tearfund is 

more effective than the same sum 
given to Christian Aid.
 When giving away small sums, 
we are unlikely to worry about these 
things: we will back a charity that 
we already know, or that has a good 
reputation, or that has been recom-
mended by a friend. But if we are 
considering making a substantial 
gift — a legacy, for instance, that 
might run to many thousands of 
pounds — we are likely to want to 
know in more detail what our 
donation is going to achieve.
 This is where Caroline Fiennes’s 
book is an invaluable resource. 
Fiennes takes the reader step by step 
through the process of analysing the 
ways in which we can judge a 
charity’s effectiveness. The book 
cannot tell us which cause to back: 
we will have to decide for ourselves 
whether we care more about 
endangered species or out door 
education, child poverty or breast 
cancer. But Fiennes can help us to 
decide which charities in their field 
get the best results, so that our 
donation has maximum impact.
 Fiennes used to work for the 
charity-impact analysts New Phil-
anthropy Capital, and her book 
reflects their passion for charity 
metrics. This book may not im -
mediately resonate with those who 
don’t get excited by graphs and 
numbers. But, if we are serious 
about our philanthropy, we should 
engage our heads as well as our 
hearts. Charities exist because the 
world is full of people and causes 
that need our support, and our 
support may make the difference 
between life and death. In the end, 
we owe it to the beneficiaries of our 
philanthropy to ensure that our 
donations really make a difference.

Dr Hugh Rayment-Pickard is 
Director of Development at the 
education charity IntoUniversity: 
www.intouniversity.org.

First, look into the 
truth behind a 
charity’s hype, advises 
Hugh Rayment-Pickard

Wealth used wisely: the tea, coffee, and cocoa shop opened by John 
Cadbury in Birmingham in 1824; from A History of the Barrow Cadbury Trust: 
Constancy and change in Quaker Philanthropy by Merlin Waterson and 
Samantha Wyndham (Barrow Cadbury Trust, £14.99; 978-0-9574840-0-9). 
The Trust’s founders, Barrow and Geraldine Cadbury, used their wealth 
from the famous chocolate company to tackle profound social ills

Like muck,
money 
needs to be
spread

Decoding Mammon: Money as a 
dangerous and subversive 
instrument
Peter Dominy 
Wipf and Stock £12
(978-1-60608-535-6)

“THE love of money is the root of all 
kinds of evil,” according to St Paul. 
But it is not enough, Peter Dominy 
believes, to blame our financial 
troubles on the love of money. In this 
compelling book he sets out to show 
that money in itself is equally to 
blame.
 Money is a means by which we 
exchange goods and services; it 
measures value, and is a store of 
value. Jesus warned about its 
dangers — “You cannot serve God 
and Mammon.” But society has 
come to believe that there is nothing 
wrong with money itself. The author 
seeks to show that money is a deeply 
flawed instrument that suits those 
in power rather than meets our 
needs.
 He begins by looking at money, 
debt, and interest. Debt has long 
caused suffering, but there has been a 
huge increase in debt in the past 30 
years, and it is the poorest who pay 
the highest rates of interest. The 
author rightly points out that an 
interest-free economy would be 
much more equitable than the one 
we have today.
 He sets out four compelling 
reasons why money creates enor m-
ous problems. Money “almost 
inevitably” produces injustice and 
inequality. It is held by individuals, 
or by corporate bodies, who use it 
for their benefit rather than for the 
community. Inevitably, it falls into 
fewer and fewer hands. 
 Second, he writes, money value 
“has increasingly come to displace 
all other measures of value”. Money 
determines what we consider is 
valuable. Christian values have 
much to contribute to the “refor  ma   -
tion” of money. 
 Money and desire comes next; and 
the author quotes Jesus’s reference to 
the “deceitfulness of wealth” in the 
Gospel of Mark. Finally, the danger 
of money is seen most clearly, says 
Dominy, in the power relationships 
that it encourages and fosters. It 
exercises over us a power that cannot 
be jus tified in Christian terms.
 The author does not argue that 
money should be replaced, but 
that the roots of its power should 
be cut. He calls for debt to be 
regulated, for interest to be tackled, 
and for public regulation so that 
money is shared on the basis of 
justice. In this pro phetic book, 
Dominy warns that if the problems 
are not tackled seri ously, “it could 
dissolve the whole fabric of our 
society.”

John Madeley is a journalist and 
writer who specialises in economic 
and social development issues.

If it isn’t, this flawed
instrument harms
society, warns
John Madeley

The dangers that 
flow from usury

They Who Give from Evil: The 
response of the Eastern Church 
to moneylending in the early 
Christian era
Brenda Llewellyn Ihssen
James Clarke & Co £19.50              
(978-0-227-17398-5)

DEBT and interest, as we have lately 
seen, are forms of money-lending 
that profit the lender while impov-
erishing the borrower, and do 
enormous damage to the world 
economic order in the process. The 
range of biblical studies of usury has 
been growing in recent years, but 
less attention has been given to the 
wisdom about economic issues as it 
developed in the Church during its 
early centuries.
 Brenda Llewellyn Ihssen per-
forms a real service, therefore, in 
producing, in a very accessible form, 
an examination of the Eastern 
Church’s response to money-
lending. 
 Her opening chapter is a “brief 
historiography” of St Basil’s Sermon 
on Psalm 14, and the sermon against 
usurers of St Gregory of Nyssa, the 
two texts that Ihssen focuses on later 
in the book. The chapter is also a 
justi fication for bringing usury to the 
top of the theological agenda, after 
the debt crises of the present time. 

 By way of background, chapters 
follow on usury in Greek and 
Roman society, and in the Hebrew 
and Christian scriptures, as well as 
in the other Greek Fathers. These 
chapters display the general con-
sensus in the ancient world that 
usury was to be condemned, and 
that usurers were captive to a 
form of greed that exploited the 
poorest.
 The most important chapter 
follows, concerned with the two 
sermons by Basil and Gregory, 
which are examples of how two of 
the greatest theologians dealt with 
concrete and specific challenges to 
the Cappadocian Church which 
faced them as bishops, by building 
on the theological and philosophical 
foun dations of Greek and Roman 
society, and the teaching of 
scripture. Their message is that 
making money out of money is 
fundamentally “in  fertile”.  Repro-
duction is not the result of inert 
financial transactions, but of the 
fertility of human rela tions. Quite 
apart from the effect of usury on the 
poor, the practice en  dangers the 
salvation of those who practise it.
 The message of the Fathers is 
clear and consistent. For her part, 
Ihssen shows at various points in 
the book her own passionate com-
mitment to laying bare the relation 
between money-lending and the 
continuance of poverty in the 
present world. 
 In the process of transforming 
her doctoral thesis into a book, it 
would have helped readers, perhaps, 
if the author had shown more of the 
connection between Basil’s and 
Gregory’s theologically rooted op -
position to usury, and the systemic 
failures — the usury on an uncon-
trolled scale — that have lately 
brought the world economy near to 
collapse. 

Dr Selby is a former Bishop of 
Worcester.

This study of money-
lending serves us all,
declares Peter Selby

Philanthropists: four 
generations of the Cadbury 
family: Geraldine (left), with her 
granddaughter Catherine, her 
son Paul, and her father, Alfred 
Southall. From the book 
reviewed above


